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tiable avarice, as well as for the great power
which the active exertion of all these qualities
together procured for him.
He had formed the design of engrossing the
whole government of Syria and Egypt; arid had
succeeded, about a year and a half previously to
his death, in uniting in his own person the
pashalics of Seyda, Damascus, and Tripoli., be-
sides the nominal viceroyship of Egypt; so that
there remained only the pashalic of Aleppo for
the completion of his desires; and this he pro-
bably would have attained, had he lived but a
few years longer.
Some short time before his decease, he was
conscious of the approach of death; but so far
was he from showing any remorse for his past
actions, or discovering any indications of a wish
to make atonement for them, that the last mo-
ments of this tyrant were employed in contriving
fresh murders, as if to close with new horrors the
bloody tragedy of his reign. Calling to him his
father-in-law, Sheikh Taha, as he himself lay on
the bed of death, " I perceive,55 said he, " that I
have but a short time to live. What must I do
with these rascals in my prisons ? Since I have
stripped them of every thing, what good will it
do them to be let loose again naked into the
world ? The greatest part of them are governors,
who, if they return to their posts, will be forced